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DETAILED ACTION 

Applicant's submission received on 6/25/08 is acknowledged. Claims 1, 3-15 are 
presented for examination. Claims 12-15 are new. Claim 2 is cancelled. The double 
patenting rejection has been withdrawn. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1, 3-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Manucha et al. (2003/01 15072 A1), in view of Nowers et al. (2003/0033205 A1), in 
further view of Official Notice. 

Re claims 1, 7 and 11, Manucha et al. disclose a system for monitoring imports 
and exports, the system comprising a plurality of client computers (see e.g. paragraph 
0012), a system wherein the client computers provide interfaces for users to maintain 
information on import and export materials and stocks (see e.g. paragraph 0014); an 
enterprise server, a database and a customs server, wherein: the enterprise server 
receives and handles input information, generates bills of entry, and transmits the bills 
of entry to the customs server (see e.g. paragraph 0041), a data maintaining module for 
adding, modifying, inquiring and deleting information on import and export materials and 
stock (see e.g. paragraph 0014); the database stores configured information, the bills of 
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entry and feedback of the customs server (see e.g. paragraph 0019); and the customs 
server receives the bills of entry from the enterprise server, generates feedback of the 
bills of entry, and transmits the feedback to the enterprise server (see e.g. paragraph 
0041). 

Manucha does not explicitly disclose an auditing module for auditing import and 
export materials based on a current stock of each material, a safe threshold volume of 
each material, and a consumption quantity per unit finished product, the auditing of the 
import materials being to ensure that the import quantity of each raw material together 
with the quantity of the current stock does not exceed the safe threshold volume of the 
raw material, the auditing of export quantities of finished products being to ensure that 
the consumption quantity per unit finished product corresponding to each raw material 
does not exceed the quantity of the current stock of the raw material 

However, Nowers et al. disclose an auditing module for auditing import and 
export materials based on a current stock of each material, a safe threshold volume of 
each material, and a consumption quantity per unit finished product, the auditing of the 
import materials being to ensure that the import quantity of each raw material together 
with the quantity of the current stock does not exceed the safe threshold volume of the 
raw material, the auditing of export quantities of finished products being to ensure that 
the consumption quantity per unit finished product corresponding to each raw material 
does not exceed the quantity of the current stock of the raw material (see e.g. 
paragraphs 0034 and 0077). 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Manucha et al. and include the steps cited above, as taught by Nowers, in order 
to better manage inventory by minimizing overstocks while keeping current with 
production's needs. 

Manucha, in view of Nowers et al., do not explicitly disclose a system configuring 
module for adding and modifying a relevant file transfer protocol, communication, and 
dial-up information on the system; 

However, the Examiner takes official notice that it is old and well known in the 
communication arts to have a module that can configure system settings with respect to 
the communication protocols used by the system (e.g. dial up, wire/wireless LAN, and 
FTP). For example the examiner notes that the Windows 95, ME, 2000, and XP 
Operating Systems by Microsoft contain a Network Connections module that has the 
ability to add, modify and initialize dial up, wire/wireless LAN, and FTP as well as 
Bluetooth, iRDA, and TCP/IP. More specifically the examiner notes a user can add, 
modify and initialize a dial up connection and/or wire/wireless LAN and further add, 
modify and initialize FTP shared access for folders that can be shared across a network 
environment. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art to 
modify Manucha et al., in view of Nowers et al. and include a system configuring 
module for adding and modifying a relevant file transfer protocol, communication, and 
dial-up information on the system, because this module aids in the ease of configuration 
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thereby allowing a user to quickly manage and maintain all the communication settings 
for a user. 

Re claims 3, 4, 8, Manucha et al. disclose a system wherein the enterprise server 
further comprises a bill of entry status maintaining module for storing and inquiring of 
statuses of the bills of entry; wherein the enterprise server further comprises a customs 
data synchronizing module, for synchronizing customs information based on the content 
of feedback from the customs server and updating corresponding bills of entry 
accordingly (see e.g. paragraph 0071). 

Re claim 6, it would have been a design choice, at the time of the invention to 
have a system wherein the statuses of the bills of entry comprise untransmitted bill of 
entry, transmitted bill of entry, and bill of entry which has been fed back by the customs 
server. 

Re claims 5, 9, 10, Manucha et al., in view of Nowers et al. do not explicitly 
disclose a system, wherein the bill of entry status maintaining module comprises: a bill 
of entry status storing sub-module for storing statuses of the bills of entry; and a bill of 
entry status inquiring sub-module for inquiring of the statuses of the bills of entry; 
wherein the step of generating a bill of entry further comprises the step of: receiving and 
storing feedback of the customs server; wherein the step of generating a bill of entry 
further comprises the steps of: determining whether the bill of entry needs to be 
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modified as a result of the feedback; and modifying the bill of entry accordingly and 
synchronizing customs information, if modification is needed; wherein the step of 
auditing the information on import and export materials is repeated if the result of 
auditing the information on import and export materials is not satisfactory. 

However, the Examiner takes Official Notice that it is commonly known in the art 
to receive, store information including feedback for improvement, review and modify 
information until satisfaction is obtained. See for example, Eastep et al. (6,731,625 B1), 
where all of those steps are performed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to modify Manucha et al., in view of Nowers et al., and include 
the steps cited above, in order for the system/method to perform the necessary/basic 
functions. 

Re claims 12, 14, 13 and 15, Manucha does not explicitly disclose a system 
wherein the information on import and export materials comprise each material's name, 
quantity, unit price, total price, and time of departure; a system wherein the information 
on the stocks comprise the current stock of each material, the safe threshold volume of 
each material, and the consumption quantity per unit finished product corresponding to 
each raw material. 

However, Nowers et al. disclose a description of the material's characteristics 
(see e.g. paragraph 0113) and an established threshold level is set for the material 
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which enables the system to monitor and take action when the established threshold 
level is exceeded or reached whether for imports or exports. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art, at 
the time of the invention, to modify Manucha et al., and include the materials 
characteristics and stock level information, in order to better keep track of the inventory 
level. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,3-11 have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LUNA CHAMPAGNE whose telephone number is 
(571)272-7177. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 8:30 - 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Florian Zeender can be reached on (571) 272-6790. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Luna Champagne/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3627 

9/12/08 

IF. Ryan Zeender/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3627 



